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Assistive Technology Solutions

Assistive technology (AT) is any item, piece of equipment or product that can be used to help someone with a disability 
successfully function at home, in school, at work, and in the community. AT can be anything from a simple, low-tech de-
vice such as a magnifying glass, to a complex, high-tech device such as a computerized communication system. It can 
be big ñ an automated van lift for a wheelchair ñ or small ñ a Velcro grip attached to a book for easier page turning.  
Assistive technology can strengthen a personõs abilities where needed or substitute for them entirely ñ such as a picture 
board with sound output that helps a child who cannot communicate with her voice. 

Learning about available AT options can help parents identify those tools that may best 
help their children. This resource from the Family Center on Technology and Disability pro-
vides visual examples of a range of AT products to help parents who are beginning their 
search for assistive technology. 

Listed in the following pages, you will þnd:

•	 Basic questions to be considered when trying to identify assistive technology de-
vices that will best suit your child 

•	 Illustrated examples of some of the AT options available 

•	 Icons indicating whether a device is high-tech, mid-tech or low-tech 

•	 A product list with vendor information
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Studying/Reading/Math (continued)

Math - Can the child...
•	
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Composing Written Material
Content - Does the child...
•	 have trouble organizing ideas? 
•	 have a limited vocabulary?

•	 have problems with spelling and grammar? 

Mechanics of Writing - Does the child...
•	 have trouble holding a pen, pencil or marker?
•	 write at an efþcient speed? 

•	 have vision problems that limit his ability to write?

Word Cards Writing Templates Electronic Dictionary Word Prediction Software Voice Recognition Software
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Other Questions and Issues to Consider

Å	� A childõs difþculty in completing a task may involve a combination of factors ð physical, intellectual, and emo-
tional. Sometimes multiple AT devices will be useful. A computer program that helps a child understand the 
rules of a group sport may be an effective þrst step before involving the child in the activity with others. Like-
wise, virtual games can introduce a child to the movements needed in real-world games. 

Å	� Computer-based programs can provide the motivation to increase a childõs time-on-task. However, some chil-
dren are very sensitive to the sounds and quick motions in such programs; their exposure to visual and audi-
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Product Photo Listing

Communication
1.	 Eye-ComÊ Board Combination Kit - Photo credit to Pro-ED, Inc.  (http://www.proedinc.com)

2.	 GoTalk 9+  ð Photo credit to Attainment Company (http://www.attainmentcompany.com)

3.	 ChatBox 40-XT ð Photo Courtesty of Mayer Johnson ð (http://www.mayer-johnson.com)
4.	 DynaVox M3 ð Photo credit toDynavox Mayer-Johnson ð (http://www.dynavoxtech.com/default.aspx)
5.	 LightwriterÈ SL40 - Photo credit to Tobii ATI ð (http://www.tobii.com/en/assistive-technology/north-america/)

 

Studying/Reading/Math

Learning/Studying
1.	 	Picture Schedule with Finished Flaps ð Photo credit to Augmentative Resources (http://www.augresources.com/).
2.	 	Flag pens and highlightersð Photo credit to Post-itÈ (http://www.3m.com/us/ofþce/postit/)
3.	 Sanyo TRC-5830 Voice-Activated Microcassette Tape Recorder ð Photo courtesy  of Medword.com  

(http://medword.com/)
4.	 	IRISPen6 ð Photo credit to IRIS (http://www.irislink.com)
5.	 Apple iPod Touch - Photo credit to Apple (http://www.apple.com/ipodtouch/)

Reading
1.	 	Example of large print 
2.	 	Example of use of pictures with text
3.	 	Example of a page ÿuffer
4.	 ReadingpenÈ 2 ð Photo credit to Enablemart (http://www.enablemart.com)
5.	 iPad - Photo credit to Apple (http://www.apple.com/education/ipad/)
6.	 	Fusion - 7 inch LCD Portable Video Magniþer ð Photo credit to MaxiAids (http://www.maxiaids.com)

Math
1.	 Abacus
2.	 Example of a math worksheet
3.	 	Learning Resources Calc-U-VueÈ Talking Calculatorð Photo credit to Amazon.com (http://www.amazon.com)
4.	 Dr. Talking Clock, Teaching Clock ð Photo credit to Learning, Sight & Sound Products (http://www.lssproducts.com)
5.	 Millieõs Math House - Photo credit to Riverdeep  (http://web.riverdeep.net/portal/page?_pageid=818,1381198,818_1381223&_

dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL)
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Alternate Computer Access
1.	 	IntelliKeys with DiscoverPro ð Photo credit to Madentec (http://www.madentec.com/)
2.	 Roller II Joystick (mouse alternative) ð Photo credit to Aroga (http://www.aroga.com/default_en.asp)
3.	 	MagicTouch Touch Screen ð Photo credit to Aroga (http://www.aroga.com/default_en.asp)
4.	 	Head Pointer ð Graphic courtesy of Forbes Rehab Services, Inc. (http://www.frs-solutions.com/)
5.	 	Buddy Buttons switches ð Photo  courtesy of Infogrip (http://www.infogrip.com)

Composing Written Material

Written Material
1.	 Word Cards
2.	 Uppercase Handwriting Instruction Guide ð Photo credit to School Rite (http://www.school-rite.com/)
3.	 Childrenõs Talking Dictionary & Spell Corrector ð Photo credit to Franklin Scientiþc (http://www.franklin.com/)
4.	 Word Q- Word Prediction software ð Photo credit to Goqsoftware.com (http://www.goqsoftware.com/)
5.	 Nuance Dragon NaturallySpeaking 11 Professional - Photo credit to PC World (http://shop.nuance.com)

Mechanics of Writing
1.	 Crossover Grip ð Photo credit to The Pencil Grip Inc. (http://www.thepencilgrip.com)
2.	 Merriam-WebsterÈ Speaking Dictionary & Thesaurus ð Photo credit to Franklin Electronic Publishers  

(http://www.franklin.com)
3.	 Bright Lined Paper ð Photo credit to BrightLines Paper - (http://www.brightlinespaper.com)
4.	 Advantage Collapsable Slant Board ð Photo credit to Therapro - (http://www.therapro.com/)
5.	 Inspiron laptop computer ð Photo credit to Dell - (http://www.dell.com/us/p/inspiron-laptops.aspx)

Aids for Daily Living 
 

Eating
1.	 Round Dycem Anchorpads ð Photo credit to Essential Aids.com (http://www.essentialaids.com)
2.	 Universal cuff - Photo credit to B Independent [Item #:  SNK134]  (http://www.bindependent.com/)
3.	 EasieEatersÊ Curved Utensils -  Photo credit to Beyond Play (http://www.beyondplay.com/)
4.	 Halo Cup ð Photo courtesy Therapro (http://www.therapro.com/Default.aspx)
5.	 ERGORESTÈ Forearm & Wrist support - Photo credit to MaxiAids, Inc. (http://www.maxiaids.com/store/default.asp)
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